EARNINGS

Tracking monthly state data on average weekly earnings for all US private employees.

Average Weekly Earnings, Private Employment (dolars)
National weekly earnings for all US private employees averaged $925 in March 2018.

1500
1000
500

0

DC WA MA CT CA MD NY AK NI MN VA CO IL US TX GA RI ND AZ HI IN UT MI NH OR WI PA DE NC WY FL OH LA NE VT MO AL SC OK TN IA KS ME WV NV MT ID KY SD AR NM MS

REGION/STATE EARNINGS MONTH YEAR

United States of America $925 March 2018
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. (http://www.bls.gov/sae/home.htm)

W eekly earnings for all United States private-sector employees averaged $925 in March 2018. Among the 50
states, average weekly earnings ranged from $698 in Mississippito $1,116 in Washington.

As is typical, average weekly earnings in the District of Columbia were higher than in any state, at $1,479.
After the District of Columbia and Washington, the highest average weekly earnings were in Massachusetts
($1,081), Connecticut ($1,058), California ($1,038), Maryland ($1,017), and New York ($1,015).

Thirty-eight states had weekly earnings below the national average. After Mississippi, average earnings were
lowest in New Mexico ($728), Arkansas ($732), South Dakota ($733), Kentucky ($758), and Idaho ($761).
Average weekly earnings in Texas ($924) were closest to the national average.

Changes in Real Average Weekly Earnings, Private Employment (percent change year over year)

National real (inflation adjusted) average weekly earnings increased 0.9 percent from March 2017 to March 2018.
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United States of America 0.9% March 2018
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National real (inflation-adjusted) average weekly earnings in March 2018 were 0.9 percent higher than in
March 2017. Average weekly earnings in nominal dollars were 3.3 percent higher compared with one year
earlier.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. (http://www.bls.gov/sae/home.htm)

The largest increases in real average weekly earnings were in Wyoming (6.6 percent), Maryland (4.9 percent),
Hawaii (4.3 percent), Rhode Island (4.1 percent), and Montana (3.9 percent). Eight additional states and the
District of Columbia saw real earnings rise more than 2.0 percent.

Real average earnings declined in 15 states. The largest drops in real earnings were in New Hampshire (-4.9
percent), Mississippi (-2.6 percent), and South Dakota (-2.5 percent); those three states also saw declines in
nominal earnings. Kentucky, Maine, Oklahoma, and Oregon saw real earnings fall more than 1.0 percent over



the year as well.



